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ADVERTISEMENT. 



from the Approbation nvhich Mr. Btrom's valuable 
Treatise upon ShorUHand has met with from the Public^ 
some Apology may be perhaps thought necessary for an 
Attempt to abridge and render more commodious a Work 
which was in its original $tate so universally admired. 

Of the original Publication however a great Part 
consists of Observations introductory to the Art, — Obser^ 
vations which are certainly not necessary to those who 
would wish to acquire a sufficient, or even a complete 
Knowledge ofShort^Hand. His Remarks on the Selection 
of the Character s,^^the Reasons which induced him to 
appropriate each Mark to the particular Consonant it 
represents, — the Account of his various Alterations and 
Amendments, — may indeed display the Ingenuity of the 
Author, but will be found to be but little conducive to the 
Improvement of the Pupil. 

In the following Pages therefore the Editor has 
endeavoured to comprise every Thing useful which is con^ 
tained in the original Work, and has thrown the whole 
into a more convenient Form, adapted to the Use of 
Schools. 

Though the Accommodation of his own Pupils v/as 
the principal Inducement to the present Undertaking, an 
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additional Motive however nvas to present to the Public^ 
at a moderate Expense^ a faithful and satisfactory Abridge^ 
ment of a valuable Work, which was originally sold to the 
Subscribers at One Guinea a Copy, and is now become 
extremely scarce. 

To the whole is subjoined a Series of practical Ex^ 
amplesy adapted to the principal Rules ^ with a Variety 
of useful Lessons for the Exercise and Improvement of the 
Learner. 

That some Objections may t$ot be made to the following 
Notes f even the Partiality of an Author forbids him to 
expect. But let the Severity of Criticism remember^ that 
they were planned amidst the Bustle of a School f and 
written in a few Weeks during a Summer Vacation. 

To afford the Mind some Relaxation from Business"-^ 
to steal from the uninterrupted Employment if a School 
some few Days for the Gratification of Curiosity ^ or the 
Enjoyment of Society^ is a Wish as just as it is naturals 
Tet the Author will ever think with Pleasure on the 
temporary Mortification of his Wishes in these Particulars 
""•will remember with Satisfaction the Attention and 
Pains bestowed upon these Pages ^ if they meet with the 
Public Approbation. 



2r. kJC> 



MACCLESFIELD, 
>//23, 1796. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 







»M»M»»»M»M»M»..>«~4~ 


«m4»4»«~4~4»4m4 




'■ 




THE ALPHABET. 




. '. 




MHi^- 










Word8. 


Prepositloiis. 


Tenniiiatioiit. 




B 


y\ 


Be, bjTibot. 


Be. job.. 


4>le, .ablaa. 




d 


c 


Aad. 


Do., db.. 


•«d. 




: f, V 


\ 


If, of, off. 


For-. 


-Vy. 




g 


«-/ 


Again, again*t. 






' 


h 


TJ 


Have, builuul.hadM. 






■ 


j 


5i 


Jodgejju.!. 
CCn, 

JcouM. 


Com., 
Con. ; 
Contra* . 


-acle; 
.ical. .iclc. 




1 


//"k 








: 


m 
n 




CAn; 
. In; 


Magnl.) 

Omni. . 
Ante- , anti. ; 
In- , inter- j 
Under- . 


.mem, 

-menu, 
.ent; 

.ness. 




: P 


) 


Upon. 


Per. , pre. , pro. . 






: q 


■^ 


Question. 








r 


/ 


Or. 


^tis- : 

Citenm- ; 
Super-, sob.. 


.ary. Alto .ing ; .ing*. 


1 s, z 


— 


CA.I 

4i«} 

iu.. 


-ation; AUo .self; 
&c. 
-ution. -soever. 


1 t 
1 w 


1. 


The, to. 


Trans- . 


-ity,.iUe«. 


fl 


Will, wilt ; would. 


With.. 


.ward. 


1 X 

t 

1 y 


<// 


Except ; exercise. 


Ex. } extra- . 




N 


Yet. 






1 ch 
Ish 


.«^ 


Each : which. 






CC 


Shall, Shalt; should. 




.ship ; .ships. 


1 th 


^'^ 


They i that. 






1 etc. 


1- 


&c. 










VOWELS' PLACES. 




a8,&c. . 


f^ am, &c. • •-'■JTT sa, &c. 


(^ ma, &c. 




il 


at,&c. ■) 


<Jri^^ &c. 


1 ta,&c. 


V" na» ^^' 



A ••»t»M«>>*^*<>»»w> •»»••» ••>M^M»»>*t»M>M»M»»>4n<<iiM4n<H4n«n4M«M<"<*«4ti4«,^4n4»4»4N«»| 



4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




SrRQM'S 

SHORT. HAND, 

A9RIPQED, 



S!= 



PART THE FIRST, 

G«ncra] Obserradont on the Use and Appliutloa o| the ^hort-1|MiA 
Alphabet, with suitable Examples for the ltfiupef*9 |hpfd|t. 

X HE vowds a, e, iy dud u, b/pc t«- 

presented by a point or dot in different situg^ 
tions. jfi is denoted by a dot at the top of 
the Short-haod Uw ; ^i by a dgt pkfxi a lit- 
tle lower; /, and ^ when it ends a word, by 
a dot exactly in the middle of the spac^j 
py by ^ poi;)t spmcrfiing lower than the mid- 
dle i and Uj by a dot at the bottom pf tjie 
line. 

The yowel^, in Shprt-ha^d, i&M»edfordie 



Digitized by VjOOQIC ■ 



BYROM'S SHORT-HAND. 

articles, or ab; /, for the pronoun /, or eye; 
c, for O, Oh, or owe -, and «, for the pronoun 
you. 

All the single vowels, and all the combina- 
tions of them, are expressed by a dot in the 
. place of the vowel of nearest sound; thus a, 
aiy ay, au, aw, are all represented, in Short- 
hand, by the vowel a\ e, ee, ea^ ey, ei, eo, 
by the vowel <i /, oi, oy, by i-, o, oa, oo,. 
pUi oWj cugb, by Oi and u, ue, ew, ieu, tew, 
ugb, eauy by u. 

In the perpendicular and inclined letters, 
the vowels which precede, are placed upon 
the left hands those which follow, upon the 
right. 



Examples for the Writbii's Exe&cisb, 



At, 

Tc, 

It,. 

To, 

Ut, 



Er, 

Ri, 
Or 
Rtt, 



In the horizontal letter? -^ /, ^ *> and o- 
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f , the vowels which precede, are placcj^ above ;. 
those which follow, below. 



As, 
Se. 

So, 
Us, 



Ek., 

Ki, 

Ok, 



ny'^Z* 



In the semicircular letters <^ m, 
and «^ cbt the vowels «, f, o and «, are placed 
upon the left hand, and the /*, above, when 
they precede; and the contrary, when they 
follow. « 



Am, 
Me,. 
Im, . 
Mo,. 
Urn. 






Ga, 

Eg. 
Gi. 

Og. 

Ga, 



Na, 
En, 
Ni, 
On, 
Ntt. 



Ach, 
Che, 
Ich, . 
Cho. 
Uch, 



Between two consonants, the vowels are 
thus expressed : a, e arid i, are set in their 
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Hsud places ^ter the first consonant, which 
they follow; /, o ahd % in thdir CUStoiti^fy 
places before the eetond, which they precede. 
Notn htntj wheft any charaftcr is carried 
upwards, the plac6 of M is naturally thrown to 
the bottom ; for the vOwcls are always reck- 
oned from the point at which the consonant 
is begun. > 



Tar, .t, 
Ter, ... 
fir, ... 
Tir, ... 
Tor, ... 
Tor, . . - 



Tan, 
Ten, . 
Tin, , 
Tin, . 
Ton, . 
Tun,, 

M«ti , 
Met}-, 
Mit, . 
Mit, . 
Mot,, 
Mut, . 



Lat, 
Let, 
Lit, 
Lit, 
Lot, 
Lut, 



Nat. 
Net, 
Nit. 
Nit, 
N<Jt, 
Nut, 



'^ 



Tam, 

Tem, 

Tintv ....^.^b. 

Tim, 

Tom. 

Turn, 
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Mim, 
Mom,' 
M tnn. 



Kan, 
Nen, . 
Nin, . 
Nin. , 
N Oil, , 
Nfto, 



Ol* THE C0WS0NA»T«. 

The Short-hand alphabet consists of the 
following consonants : ^ *\ h, { d,\ forv, 
^?> 1 J i'O ^jy •-^orr hard, //'V /, ^ 
^^^ n, ) f,^ qy / r^ — s ore !aoft> and ar^ 
r ^ L P • w, <// ^, *\ J^, ^ ^i&> C e sh, and 
z:^ /£>. Thesfc consonants, running heady 
into each tether, fonn the marks for words^ 
and are to be expressed in the most citpedid- 
otis manner possiWe, without taking ofF the 
pen at each, or at any occurrence of a vowd, 
which, if requisite to tfistinguish the word, 
is to be punctuated afterwards. Whcncvtr 
thfc co nn e xi on of consonarifcs in any wotti, it 
interrupted, it is in general to obtain a more 
expeditious, but still regular way of express- 
ing it, than by all its tonsonanti. In writing 
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words in Short-hand, We join the consonants, 
that arc sounded, together, to which, if they 
suffice to distinguish the word, it is needless 
to add any of its vowels j as, for instance, to 
write the word str^^e or strivey we join the 
four consonants, of which it is composed, in- 
to one continued mark or figure, comprised 
within the due limits thus, lA ; for if> with- 
out regarding the limits, we should make it 

thus, J , the letters would be the same indeed, 
but the direction in this, and all similar cases, 
is evidently more incommodious. When, 
tlicrefore, there are different ways of joining 
the same letters together, or of expressing the 
same word, in Short-hand, we must accustom 
ourselves to the best, or most lineaU The 
sameness of the entire figure, as well as that 
of its component letters, is worth the writer*s 
while to maintain j and also facilitates mutual 
reading, between fellow-practisers of the same 
method. There is a kind of mechamsm in 
th^ case, by which the mind, being less fati- 
gued with any deviations of unusual appear- 
ance, easily apprehends the meaning of that. 



,-• V 
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PART THE FIRST. 



which is more conformable to a standard. 
This mark lA, then, is equal to strf or strvi 
and these being the consonants peculiar to the 
word strife or strivCy this is a regular mark for 
it; to which, if any one pleases, he may add 
the point for the vowel /, to suggest the Word 
to him at first, till he can read it readily with- 
out that assistance. 

The chief difficulty at first, is to unlearn the 
unnatural and perplexed method of spelling, 
to which we have been long habituated. In 
this word practice^ for example, the consonant 
Cy is pronounced as k^ in the first syllable, and 
as Si in thoi second; and the e final, has 
no pronunciation at all. But^ being used to 
these difficulties, it is now become one, to 
know the word by its true and genuine spell- 
ing according to our Short-hJmd alphabet, 
vilt. frnktis. The Short-hand writer, how- 
ever, totally disregarding the conunon way of 
spelling, is to insert only such letters as are 
pronounced; airf instead of employing more 
letters than are precbely necessary to express 
the sound of words, may, in many instances. 
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make ofic of fewer, dismissing not only sych 
as are needless to the sounds but such also as 
may be omitted, and yet leave the sense of 
the words easily discoverabk. The less cx-^ 
pression there ii, so much the better for the 
purposes of brevity, provided what is left be 
intelligible. 

And though the omission of the vowek, 
in the oiiddle of words, may, for a while at 
the first, make it difficult for a learner to read, 
even his own writing, without hesitation; yet 
that difficulty will ceftainly vanish, in propor-* 
tion as the Short-hand oiarits become fami- 
Uar to him, as it arises, QOt so much from that 
omission, ^ from t&e strange and unusual ap-^ 
peai;ances, wiiich the character make to \m 
tycy and which, for that mason, do not so im^ 
owliittely au^;esc to him the comondnts* £^ 
wfaidi they stand, but that the attention is ne-^ 
€»ssiiiily tai&en up in retoUecting them one by 
om I whereas, did they appear so fmvMzrsmd 
wieli koawn to hkn, as ail to beappoebefided in 
aoe i^jow, he would soon discovief ibc wfitiid» 
though all tke mkldk vofW«ls were kftout. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PART THE HRST. 



If any one doubts this, he may soon con- 
vince himself, by writing in the common long- 
hand, exactly the same letters, which he had 
written before in the Short-hand characters, 
and if he can read it with ease, when so tran- 
scribed, he may be certain, that a Uttle cus- 
tom will snake the reding of Short-hand 
crery whk aft easy to him. 

Our common alphabet, with respect ta 
long-hand, & very defective; and our cus- 
tomary application of it, or spelling, perplex- 
ed,- vanoqs and confused : but, in writii^ 
Short-hand, we are under no obligation to fol- 
low eustomy where we can leave it with ad- 
vantage J nor to desert it, where any advan- 
tage may be gained by following it. We arc at 
liberty to make use of all helps, which na- 
ture aSbrds against custom ; or which custom 
fiimishes against nature ; or even to disregard 
both, if we can secui^ our point without 
mindii^ either. The nature of writing, that 
is, of e]q)ressing sounds by figures, supposes^ 
don every %urc has its correspondent sound 
3 
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If therefore custom has introduced more 
figures than are necessary for that purpose^ 
we arc not obliged to follow it ; for if the 
figure or figures, that wc make use of, suffi- 
ciently discover to us the sound or words, 
which wc want to express, it is enough ; as h, 
tboy nebor^ or even nebty is enough to express 
the words beauy tbougb^ neighbour. — Custom 
has limited the number of vowels in our com- 
mon alphabet to five, whereas in nature there 
are more; but as this customary number is 
more commodious for our purpose than the 
natural, wc are at liberty to keep to it for that 
reason.— Again J sometimes, even in our 
common long-hand, we depart both from na- 
ture, and from our customary alphabet; as 
when we borrow words from other languages, 
and retain the foreign manner, both of writ- 
ing and pronouncing them. In the words 
cbaisiy and machine^ the cb in both is pro- 
nounced like our sb. So wc, in some instan- 
ces, may borrow one figure for another of 
nearly like sound, if any eligible convenience 
shall result from it. 
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To spell as you pronounce, is the general 
rule in Short- hand; but, like all other general 
rules, it is not without exceptions^ It often 
conduces to legibility,* and sometinies to feci- 
lity of execution, to insert a consonant, which 
is not perhaps distinctly sounded in the pro- 
nunciation, especially in proper names. As 
Umh AJy talk y^, wr/t (/], tomhs U/"» 
wrcng pA«^, psalm yS, , r^mbkr /J{/, m^g- 
dalen "^T^, Kesmck ^"-^ . When the con- * 
sonants in any word are sufficiently numerous, 
the general rule, in regard to spelling, must be 
adhered to. As w^^n^daj^ t^i cbxislmas 

In the Short-hand alphabet there are eleven 
perpendicular characters, similar to the | /; 
viz. 

/, b, b, w, w, p, j, j, d, sb, sb. 



*This is an advantage, which writen of Short-hand, etpecially such 
as practise tht art for their own private use ^r amusenentf ought not 
4tflfether to overlook. 
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There are seven oblique characters, similar 
to the / r y viz. 

r, 7, /, Af, ^, by tb. 

/i 3 9 y 9 y o 

There are five oblique characters, similar 
to the \ /i viz. 

forv, /, y^ iy th. 

\ 3 > > y • 

And there are seven horizontal characters, 
which arc similar in direction to the — $ i viz. 

Sy k, q, m, ch, n, ^. 

9 y 9 y 3 > o 



All the perpendicular and inclined letters 
are made to touch two parallel lines, the dis- 
tance of which is measured by the | /j thus 
I3XZ17XJ-f . This letters ^ m, "^ n^ are seg- 
iBcat^ of circles, the chord or bfiefldth of 
which is equal to the — j, and their vcrsfd 
sine or height is rather more than one third 
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part of tht 1 /. The letters id, ) py J i, 
r thy ^ ^, V th, are segments of larger cir- 
cles whose chords are the letters | /, / r, 
and X / respeaively. It is not necessary, 
nor indeed scarce possible, that these pro- 
portions should be exactly kept, especially in 
swift writing; but they are given here, because 
the less they are deviated from, the more 
beautiful the writing appears. 

The twirl, in Short-hand, is not always 
made precisely of the same size, nor indeed, 
when joined to other characters, exactly of 
the same shape. In the letters ^ g,^ cb, 
5 jy and ^ sb^ the twirl is made somewhat 
smaller ; but in diose characters, which con- 
sist of a twirl joined to a straight stroke, the 
twirl may be made a little larger ; as / /, T *, 
*^ ky &c. The loop or twirl in these charac- 
ters, wh« they are written singly, is a small 
circle; but, when they are joined to other 
consonants, it is necessarily a little altered from 
that figure ; as /^ l»y ilf ^ q, ^pq* 

When vowels are to be inserted in the 
marks ^ i», ^ », ^ ^, or <r^ cb^ especially 
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<, or Oy it is expedient to make the consonant 
mark a little larger than it is usually written, 
in order that the situation of the vowel may be 
better distinguished i as m^t H, me^t 'Ho 



After the learner has, by repeated trials, 
acquired a facility of forming, with tolerable 
exactness, all the letters of the alphabet separ- 
ately, and of remembering what particular 
consonant each of them represents, he may 
proceed to the examples subjoined to the fol- 
lowing Observations, frequently trying differ- 
ent ways of joining the marks, in order to dis- 
cover the best and most elegant. Several of 
the inclined letters being formed almost as easily 
upward as downward, he will find it conveni- 
ent to begin, sometimes from the top, some- 
times fi-om the bottom of the line, according 
to the nature of the marks which follow. 



li^J^^^^i^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i>AR.T THE FIRST. 



4m4»Om»x» 



Be, by i but, Be-; ob-, mble or ^b!e. 

This letter is represented by two characters, 
the first of which may be made either upwards 
or downwards, though when separately writ- 
ten, it is always supposed to be made down- 
wards; the other character is always written 
downwards. The first character is used for be 
or by I the second, for but. They are also 
used to denote the prepositions be- and ob-y 
and the termination -ble or -able. 

Examples for the Liarnir»s Practice. 



B^, 

Bj^* 

B«/, 

Beheld, 

B^-wildrr, 

B/'-^gr/iphy, . . . 
OiaAiterate, ...- 
Oh'UXYe ...... 

^b-8tr^t, ... 



Move^ahles, ... 
B<»k, 

BreMU 

Bl/nd, 

B«ro;8h, 

OUiV/011, ..*.. 

"Bathatiam, ... 
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There is no character appropriate3 to this 
letter, its soft sound being always represented 
by J, and its hard, sound by ^^ k. As cm- 
der -^, cMls V, fffactke y^^ 

It Bnay be useful to remark, that € is pro- 
nounced hard, like k^ before a, Oy u; and soft, 
like J, before Cy /, y : in like manner, g is pro- 
nounced aiways hard before a, Oy u-; some- 
times hard a»nd sometimes soft before/, andj^; 
and for the most part soft before e-. 



D. C, 

And, Dc' or dis^, ^edm 

Thi» lestep is-denoted by a character, which 
is always made downwards, and, by itself, 
stands for the conjunction and. Prefixed to 
other characters it represents the prepositions 
de-y dis^;. aodi at the end of aay word, it is 
used fop the termination -ed. Neither pre- 
positions nor terminations are always detached, 
and, in many instances^ It is more convenient 
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to join the d to the former part of the word, 
than to write it separately. Thus hallowed 
may be written K ; but in the word received, 
it is better to use the termination, thus A(# 



EXAMPLSS for PXACTXCX. 



jMl, - 

DeMgbt, ..., 
D^-grCif, .-., 

Dii'helieve, . . 
Dii-coursiS, . 
St^-^, ..*. 

Dear, 

Dead, .: 

Dream, 



Dance, .. 
Drink, .. 
Decimals, 
Desolate, . 
December, 
Idly,.... 
Dialogue, , 
Admiral, . . 
Dekor, ... 
Doctor, .., 
Dr.* 



* The two characters* denoting I^^,, must be made a little smaller 
.than usual. 



F. \. 

0/y off, or //. For^. -ify. 

This letter, in Short-hand, is always begun 
at the top, and, by itself, stands for of^offyif. 
Prefixed to other characters, it represents the 
4 
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preposition for- (but not the common word 
for)y and at the end of any word, it is used to 
denote the termination -ify. 

The lengthening this letter by a greater in- 
clination than usual, denotes fvy or ff^ as {ise 
"-^, Uoifte '<<^ ^ But when two f's are either 
preceded or followed by a consonant, they 
may be denoted by writing the adjoining con- 
sonant of half size i as iasoux V a 



OU 

O^f. .... 

If, 

For-ward, 
Ftfr-b/d, . 
S«tict-/ff> 
First, ... 
Vrt-s^nt, . 
YsLThu$, . 
Fancy, .. 
Vulgar, . . 
Av^nu#, . 
Faiihful, . 



ExAMFLEs for the Learner's Exercise* 

Ph/losoph/r(flsfr}, 

Frivolous, 

F/sh, 

/ Friday, 

Fervid, 

Versattle, . . . . • 
Favourite, ..... 
Favour-ahle, . - . 

February, 

Vocahftlary, . . . 

Frtdflp, 

Vender^, ..:... 
Fhanotnenon, . . 



* To prcveot tmbigutty, might not v, in Short-hsmd, be 6cce- 
sionally distinguished froin/> by making the stroke thicker ? 
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• Agaiftf or against. 

This character is begun at the left hand 
side, forming the twirl first; the remaining 
part of the character is the same as the mark 
appropriated to the n. It represents both the 
liard and soft sounds of gy and, in the latter 
capacity, it is frequently used instead of the 
letter jy and sometimes it is substituted for cb. 
Standing by itself, it represents the words again 
or against. It does not represent any parti- 
cular preposition or terminatioDt 

£xAMPi,zs for the Lxarnxr. 



Jgain^ .--.,.• 


GLid, .-,..... 


Jgainst, ...... 


C6 is substituted for f » In 


Gwt, 


Yigtiana, ....• 


G^in>...^.... 


KAigion, ...... 


Gloomy f 


Equipage, 


August, 


X is substituted for g^ in 


Gihtlevcumf . . . « 


figure, 


Agitatis, ..... 


ExtravaganQe,^* 
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H. 1 J . 
Havtf Jbast^ bath or has; M or Aadsn 

Of these two characters, the first only is 
the proper representative of the letter b^ and is 
written downwards. The second character, 
being still retained m the alphabet, may be 
used singly, to denote had or haJst^ and, not- 
withstanding the twirl is at the bottom, may 
be more commodiously written downwards. 



EXAMPLB* for the LtA&Nl&*9 P&ACTIQS. 



Host, . 
Has, .. 
HiUi,.. 
HaJst, 



Hotiout, . . . 

HM/8t« ... 

Htf]/di}f8« . 



Few monosyllables, beginning with a vowel, 
are immediately followed with ki for which 
reason b^ having a point or vowel before it, 
denotes bt^ with the given vowel between 
themj as ^ bat, T bet, ^ bit, !) bot,zxid !1 but, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






PART THE FIRST. 



fiXAllPLXI for P&ACTIOX, 



Heater, ... 
Hith^, ... 



Hithmo, . 
HouU ... 
Hatcb^ .. 



J- 5;). 

Of these two characters, the first only is 
the proper mark for the letter j, and denotes 
the word judge. The other may be used sing- 
ly, to denote the word just, in which case, not- 
withstanding the twirl is at the bottom, the 
character may be written downwards. 



EXAMPLES. 



]^i^» 

J«/^ 

Jui(gi-xaent, ... 
]ust'ify, ...... 

>^* 

]t^» 



J«iy* 

Jaamioj, •••... 

<r may tometimes W 1 
stituttd fyrj\ as io 

R#-j^, ....... 



•feja^ 
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K ^ 

CoH'^ 'icalf or icU, 

Could, Contra'^ 

The letter ^ *, in Short-hand, is used to 
represent r, (the hard sound only, s being 
invariably used for its soft sound,) and with 
the addition of j, denotes ks^ or x in the mid- 
dle or end of words. 

The marks *^ /t, and ^ j, arc used pro- 
miscuously for one another, whenever a more 
convenient junction may, by that means, be 
obtained. But at the beginning of words, and 
in a few instances where it is equally easy to 
write either the. one or the other, the above 
marks must, in all such cases, be used agree- 
ably to the alphabet, vix. Q- for ky or c hard, 
and ^ for j. 

As the letter **- ^, may be placed cither at 
the top or bottom of the Short-hand space, 
it is therefore made to denote, in the former 
situation, can^ and in the latter, could. 
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EXAMPLES. 


Can or canst f . - 


Ocu^Wr, 


Could or couli/st. 


Chr/s/mas« .... 


Com-puhory, . • . 


AtoiAexize, .... 


Ccn'traryp . *. . . 


CommSL, 


Contra-diet, . . . 


Ke^ivr, 


'Tahem-ade, ... 


i K^/k, 


Inim-ical, ..... 


K/tch^n, ...... 


Ic^ide, ....... 


Btfxton (bkstn). 


Cough (kof), . . • 




Cm arid en are genei 


•ally written thus: c^ 


^w, 0^ kn. These contractions cannot be 


mistaken for ^^ ch and 


^ gy the twirl being 


on the contrary side. — 


In the middle of words. 


however, these characte 


rs are usually not con- 


tracted. 




EXAM 


PL E s. 


K/ng, 


Ctfantry, 


K/nd, 


CommaxidL, ..... 


YLingdom, 


Comp/zfiyy ..... 


YjiovAege, . - ^ . . 


C^mpk/iiy 


Convey, 


CemmeYZet — . 


Oncl«d^, 


ConQetanf . • . . • 


CandLouXt 


Comtadiet 


ConUrenQef 


Consider, 


ConUiRpi, 


Connoisseyxt, ... 
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L. //>\, 

All; always: altogttbtr* 

Of the three characters appropriated to 
this letter, it may be remarked generally^ 
that the twirl is, in all of them, formed to 
the right hand, which distinguishes them from 
the letters f// x and ^^, that have the twirl 
formed to the left hand. The first / is most- 
ly used before », gy or any of the descending 
consonants, excepting ri the second, before 
my cby or any of the horizontal characters ; 
and the last, before r, or any of the consonants 
which ascend. When written singly, they 
respectively stand for the three common words 
ally ahvaysy altogether. 



EttWplcs for the Ltaraer't Improvement. 



A\J, 

ji)WfffS, mm 

jfUfgeihtr, 

LiVi, 

Lift, 

iMg, 

Load, .... 



LiU\i,mm 

Liirk, 

Lamb, 

Letters, . . ^ . . . 
hanguage, . . . 

Lovely, 

Laborious, ... 
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Elic/t, - • . 



Loyah 

Literaiure, 
Lastly, . . . 



M. --. 

Atfif amongst s Magni-; •menti 

My f Mis- ; 

Wbontm Omni^t -ments» 

The width of this character, as before ob- 
served, is equal to the length of the /, and 
its height is rather more than one third part of 
the I /. When written singly, at the top of 
the line, it represents the words amy amongst i 
in the middle, my j and at the bottom, whom. 
As a preposition, it has also three distinct si- 
tuations, denoting, at the top, magni" s in the 
middle, mis-\ and at the bottom, omni-. 
When used as a termination, it represents, at 
the top, -ment i and at the bottom, -ments. 

Terminations, and compound prepositions 
(namely ds t dissatis-y ts u transub-y mn r^ 
misunder-y nd H indis-) are generally made 
smaller than the alphabetical proportion of the 
same characters. 

5 
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EXAMPLES. 



jitn, atnofig.ft, - - 

My, , 

fFhom, 

Ma£fii-tude, - . - 
Mis-fonune, . . - 
Omni'present, . . 
Discern-ment, . - 
Qommeiice-menti 
Enc0urage-ment, 
"Detn-menff .... 
Improve-ments, . 
Apart-ments, . . 

M^zrk, 

Mind, 

Mmt 



Modern, 

Mfnt^l, 

May, 

Memory, 

M^thiyd, 

Mi?d^l, 

Amhassadour, . . 
Misceihneous, . - 
M/n/stmflU • - - 
Metropolis, -.,. 

Mflnday, 

Em/nf nt« 

M/zrch (mrsh), . 

Mr.» 

Mrs.* 



*Thc letters denoting thwe common abbrevtationi» must be writ- 
ten something smaller than usual. 



Ah; 

In; 

Under. 



N. ^^ 

Ante-, anti-: 
In-, inters; 
Undtr-^. 



'tnt ; 



»>ness. 



This character is exactly the reverse of the 
'^ i». At the top of the line it represents 
am ante-y anti"-, and •^»/: in the middle, in-. 
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in-i inter- : and at the bottom^ under \ under- i 
and -ness. 

Examples for the Learner. 



Atl, 

/n, 

Under t 

Jnte-diluvian, . 
jintt'mini&X/rinU 
In-uVigeni, 
Inter'^se, . 
Uader-plot, . 
Un-hapfy, . 
PMV/d-/n/, . 
Sweet-ness, . 
liature, .... 



N^^r, 

tieigkhour, 
t^umeroui, . 
/nt^rv«l, .. 
'Sovehf . - . 

Ink, 

"Noyemhr, • 
Indulgence, 
Universal, - 
Inspired, .. 
/nstflt-^, . 
Insuht-ed, , , 



p. )o 

This character, which is exactly the reverse 
of the letter ( //, is a segment of a larger cir- 
cle, whose chord is the letter | /. It repre- 
sents the word upon^ and the prepositions per-, 
pre-y pro-. 
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Examples for die Writer's Practice. 



Upon, ... 
P/r-vm, . 

TrO'hng, • 
Pr0-triict, 
Pfns> .... 
Taper, . . . 
Tmdl, . . . 



VUasure, .. 
Tresnve, . . 
'Persevere, - 
Pr/sAt> • • • 
Persist, ... 
April, . . . . 
Peculiar, . - 
Apfertain, 
ProYtncia], 



Sluestion, 

This letter is formed from the ~ i, with 
the addition of a twirl to the beginning of the 
mark. In the middle or end of words, it is 
frequently exchanged for the letter ^ k. 
Near the bottom of the line, it denotes the 
word question. 



EXAMPLES. 



Question, ...... 

Question^ahle, • . 

QujXt, 

Quic\i, 



QuaMty, 

Quten, 

Q«»r^» 

Q^t/^t (qsnt)» 
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The letter ^ ^ is substituted for <^ y, in 
the following 

EXAMPLES. 
Tranquil, || ObI/q»^, 

On the contrary, the letter o- y is written 
instead of *^ k, in 



Stick, •-. 
Auic, ... 
Faculty, . 
Picture, . . 
Tartakis, 



Speculate, 

V/ct/m, 

Do-mestic, . . . . 
Awtfk^n, 

Mecluftucs (m^nks). 



Instances where an exchange is unnecessary, 
^nd would therefore be improper. 



Sketch, .. 
Academy, 
aid, 



In the following words, 
are written instead of x. 



K/Vk, 

L^nd-sc^p^, . . 
Quadrature, . . 

■ ^J or c 



Sex, . • . . 

Mojiim, 



T?aradox, 
Verplex, 



P 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BYROM'S SHORT-HAND. 



R. /, 

Or, Re^, -ary. Also 'hg ; 
'ings. 

This character may be made either upward 
or downward, according to the nature of the 
marks, which happen to follow or precede. 
Detached from other letters, it is always sup- 
posed to be written downward, consequently, 
in that case, the vowels are reckoned down- 
wards. Or; re-; -ary are denoted by this 
mark, according to its single;, previous, or 
final situation. 

The very common termination -ing is also 
denoted by a mark, which nearly resemble s 
this character, though considerably shorter, 
being about the length of the common accen- 
tual dash, -^ing is denoted by this mark ^ 
placed at the top, and -m^j, by the same mark 
•, at the bottom of the line. 

The detached preposition r^-, is seldom us- 
ed in Short-hand, unless the following conso- 
nant does not admit of being conveniently 
joined to it. 
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Or, 

Re-hearse, . 
R^-mot^> . . 
Re- quires, • 
Re-gard, - . 
Lzter-ary, . 
Wut'ing,* 
Mom-ing, . 
Yenetrat'tngi 
Interest'ing, 
Wrii'tHgs, . , 



PART THE FIRST. 
For the Writer's Practice. 



BUu-itigs, .. 
Reason, ...• 
R^nd#rs9 . . . 
Rapids . .. . . 
ReheUUn, .. 
R/tr^at» ... 

R/g/d, 

R^/r/-mmt» 
R^in<m^^r, . 
Ardour, .... 
R^g/stfT, . . . 



*For the mark which denotes the final syllable -ing^ see the Ob. 
servations prefixed to these examples. 



s. -. 



Is I Circum ; 

Vs. SmfeT", sub». 



Sec, Also 



Tht horizontal straight stroke, which is 
equally the representative of the letters s and z, 
denotes, at the top of the line, the word Af, 
and the preposition satis--, in the middle, /V, 
and circum-' j and at the bottom, uSy and sub-. 
In this last situation, it may denote also super-^ 
which will occasion no ambiguity, except in 
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the words subscribe and superscribe (and their 
derivatives) i and the prepositional part of the 
latter word, may, for the sake of distinction, 
be always written at length, and joined to the 
latter part of the word. 

Used as a termination, this character has a 
very extensive application. The commonest 
termination, in the English language, is -jw», 
'Cion or -tiotiy in pronunciation- ji&^». There 
are a thousand words, all in general borrowed 
from the Latin, which end in this manner, the 
greatest part of them in common use. Now 
the letter — j, being drawn near the end of any 
of these words, from the place of the vowel 
preceding the -tiony -cion or siotiy denotes the 
three final syllables of the numerous words that 
afford this termination. Also, when one or 
more consonants intervene between the vowel 
and the termination, they are still to be ex- 
pressed in the same manner, by the — Sy 
drawn from the vowel's place, as if no such 
consonants had been there. This character 
therefore, at the top of the line, denotes -atiotty 
•action^ -ansiouy a little lower, -eHotiy -ecHoriy 
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-ention, -eriion, ^ersion^ -emption, ^ession, -ensU 
on; in the middle, -itioni -ision^ -icHotiy -incti^ 
on; near the bottom, -otion, ^optioni -ortioni 
and at the bottom, -utim, -usiim, -uciion, upiion^ 
'Umption. The plural number of the termina- 
tion, is denoted by the same mark made a 
little longer; thus or-ation /"", or-ations 

In placing this termination, regard is to be 
had to the vowel's place, with respect to the 
line, and not to its place after the last conso- 
nant, except that happens to be ~ j, **- *, or 
*^ q. When any of these consonants imme- 
diately precede the termination, regard is usual- 
ly had to the vowel's place after the letter; as 
^ss-ertion -==-, tloc-ution -/^^o When this 
termination is preceded by a single consonant 
only, the word, in every such case, must be 
written at length; as motion (mosn) ''"'-'w, 
nzxion '^-^"^^. 

When, placed close after any of the pronouns^ 
the ~ s loses its power of representing -atum^ 
&c.; since the pronouns never admit of such 
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a cermiMcion* Consequent^ the word^ self 
«nd sehis may be very commodioiwly fepre- 
scnted^ by drawing the "^ s from the vowel 
cV place^ ck>sc after any of the pronouns j as 
my-s^^^^^, it-si^ f^ , om^sihts /*'~, &c. 
The wcffxis tviwr^ $9^^^ tt^^i^^ i^dw^ &c. 
have very often the word-ip#v/r added to diem, 
which may, for the same reason, be expressed 
by the -* X, drawn from the vowel o'i place; 
as "^bsx-tocoer *P- , haw-^evir \^y wboohsoivir 

Examples for Paactici. 



Js, ..* 

/3, 

Us, 

Ctrr««*firr#Bec^ • 

S«^-8ar/bfj .... 
S«p^8Cr/bf4 ... 
Sufer'Struciure, . 

Sfl/ct, 

SiViral, 



Sqi/are, . . . 
Singular, , 

SquroU, . 

SuudsLji, • . . 
Saturday, . 

8<l<kaift ..« 

Esuit^, ... 
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OlAr/ty, 

tiumer-afion, - . 

I^ot-atiotti 

Suh-stT' action, . 
Mukiplic-ation, 
AMig'^iiotif . . - • 
Expian-ation, -^ 
Vac-ation, -.«- 
DhHTt-Mkrii . . 

Modn-ationt - . . 
Exp-ansioft, • . • . 

St-ation, 

%iVl'ation, . . - . 
R<pl.f/i0ff« . . . . 
JieA'ectkth •.•• 
IUd««M//i«»9 - • - 
"Dixa-iMsioH, . • . 
Vess'tssion, — -. 

Int'entioftf 

Cmv-m//^» > . . 

%3L'frtkit, ..... 
QoV'fctiottf . * . . 
Aid'itioft, 



DiV'istoftf . . . . 
Erud-i//9/r>.. .. 
Tred'iahn, . - - 
Diit'iitction, - . 
'Propos-i/ion, - - 
SuSsct'iffioft, . 
Superscr-iftiofi, 
t,rtk-otiofi, .... 
AA^pthfif . « . • 
Mxt'ifttuMii'p • . • 
Fnp^criicn, , , , 
Rfd-uctiofg^ •,- 

Secl-«j/»«5 . . • 
ILey^ution, . . 
QAi^usioHs • • . 

C0nc-»/#i>ir> . . 
Er-gftioff, ..«• 
FnseC'Uttoit, .. 

Hr»-w^, .... 
ToxU'Silfp — • 

Wken-soevcr, - 



.pS^'JM!^ 
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T. I. 



-tttcs. 



It has been objected, that Mr. Byrom, in 
the Specimens of the writing subjoined to his 
work, frequently carries the | / upwards. This 
inconvenience however may always be avoided, 
by making the character only half its usual 
sizes as ^d-v^nt^g^ (v^, not (\5^ . 

When singly written, it denotes, according 
to the original alphabet, the article the; to 
which I have added the common particle /^, 
which will be found particularly convenient, 
owing to the frequency of its occurrence. To 
is very often immediately followed by the de- 
finite article, and I I will consequcndy denote 
Ut}>e. This character likewise represents the 
preposition trans- -, and the termination -//y, 
ox'ttiesy the one at the bottom, and the other 
at the top of the line. 
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ExAMPLSS for the Leah NER*8 Exekcxib. 



Tie, 

Trtf«j-p«rmt, . . 

*Trans-fer, 

CurioS'ity, .--- 
l^rosjper-ity, . . . , 
AuxhoT'ity, .... 

Ut/Wtjr, 

OpaC'hj, 

Yn-ity, 



Ab/l-/tiV/« 

UnivfTs-iuV/, . . 

Turn, 

Tra/n, ....... 

T^bl^, 

Tuesday, 

True, 

Trit^, 

Trainers, 

Terminate, -... 



V. 

F and /, being nearly alike in sound, are, 
in Short-hand, represented by one and the 
same character. If in any particular case, it 
may seem expedient to make a distinction, the 
stroke for v, may be made somewhat thicker, 
thus \o 

W, f to 

ffll/, vilti \vouU, VfouUsU wood. With-, "ward. 

Though there are two characters appropri- 
ated to this consonant, I would by all means, 
as in a former instance, advise the writer to use 
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only the first, when joined to other consonants. 
The latter m;^rk, having the twirl at the bot- 
tom, may be used singly to denote vwtddy 
wouldsty woody in which case it may, like the 
second by be formed downward. The first f 
w represents wHIy wilt^ the preposition mtb-i 
and the termination -ward. 

This character is always used, when it is an 
initial letter; in other situations, especially if k 
does not join well with the preceding conso- 
nant, it is generally expressed by the vowel 
(which stands for ou)^ writing )^ four for 
fower. 

Few monosyllables beginning with a vowel, 
are immediately followed with the letter w, 
for which reason f w, (like *\ A), having a point 
or vowel before it, denotes the kttcts wtj with 
the given vowel between them; as f ofj/, f 
wel, f wit J and f wot.* 

ExAMPLBs for the Liarnbk's Practics. 
Will, wilt, II With'Md, 

'*' I ■■■ ■ Mti iiw ■ ■.^iii. ■ I imm 1 I wL .ii» W.I. I i «. > I ■«' 

•fF» Mvcr liiUowtd by the letter «• 
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Whin, ..., 
World, .... 
Woman, . . . 
WeJmsdsLj^, 
We^k, .... 
Wnt/^> .., 

While, 

Wflrks^ ..., 



JLnawiegi, • . • « . 
Volhw'ing, . . . 

Wat/r, 

Wet, 

Wc4ith#r, 

Whiu, 

Wb\ur, 

WlnK^kft, 

Wh]^tt,>Boe<uef9 
Wot, 



X. 0//0 



Except: exerdse, Bx»\ extras*. 

These characters are used either singly, to 
denote the words except and exercise i or de- 
tachedly at the beginning of words, to repre- 
sent the prepositions lar- and extra-. But as 
the letter x begins no word m the English 
language, the preposition ex-y needs not be 
separated from the remaining part of the word, 
unless the next consonant does not admit of 
being joined to it; a&«c-h/b/t </VI« In the 
word express^ and many similar words frequent- 
ly occur, as exceed^ expense, &c. the </, denot- 
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ing ex-y may be joined to the other part of the 
word. 

Examples for the Learner's Improvement. 



Except, 

Exercise f 

£x-tf mpl/s, • . . . 
Eii'Yiau^U •--• 

Ex-horti 

Ex-^ange, . . . . 
Extra-judicial, . 
Extra-prditkary, . 
Expire, 



^xc^l, 

Exclaim, 

Eccentiic, •.. . 

Expect, 

J^xp^nd, 

Experience, . . . 
Expen-ments, . 

£xp]^*n» 

Extinct, 



* The first c in this word, is pronounced like x ; the second, like 
«; and the last, like /(. 






Standing by itself, this character denotes 
the word yei. It is never used, in Short-hand, 
but at the beginning of words j being repre- 
sented by the vowel /, when it occurs in the 
middle or at the end of words. 
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E:^J^,MJPL,\&, Cor tb« LXARN^R,. 



Y^tf»g, 
Yoirth, 
Your, . 



S^mp/ithy, .... 
Ri&ynt^s, ...... 



This fetter has the same relation to s^ diat 
V has to/, being a thick,cr and coarser expres- 
sion of k J the letter 2j, therefore, in Short- 
hand, is ahvays represented by on^ Zfid^ the 
same character, viz. ~ (s^. 



CH. <r-, 

Maebf 

At the top of the line, this mark denotes 
each, at the bottom> which. Ch is sometimes 
written instead of y; as m/srj^ty ^^^o In a 
few instances, where it does not join well to the 
preceding consonant, the character ^ sh is 
7 
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$ubstitutcd for cb; as Mjrch (mrsh) ^: 
and sometimes its opposite mark ^-^ ^; as 
Mtfnch^stw* "^^^V^ In like maner, <^ ch is 
frcquendy written for g ; as st^g^ "K . 

When cb is pronounced like ky it is repre- 
sented by that letter j as Ci&r^nicl^ o-T^o 

Examples for the Writet*s Practice. 



Each, 

fFhich, 

Charity, , 

Cheshire, < 

Che^^^ , 

Church (chrsh)* 



Approach (aprsh), 
M^ch^nt (mrgnt), - 
lma%ine (imchn) - - 
?age{pch}, ... 
French (Frnsh), 
M0nArch(mnrk}9 



Sh. C C, 



Shall f sha/t; should, shouldiK 'ship% ^ships. 

As the first of these characters only, is the 
proper legitimate representative of sby I would 
advise the writer to use the second merely to 
express the words sbouU, sbouldsti and the 
termination -ships: in which case, notwith- 
standing the twirl is at the bottom, the charac- 
ter may be more commodiously written down- 
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ward. The first character denotes the words 
sbally' sbalt ; and the termination -ship. 

EXAMPLES. 



Sha//» %\ialtt ... 
Should, shouldst, 

Lord'Shif, 

Hard'Shsfs, . . . 



Sh^rt-lumdy 

F/sh, 

Fivrn/shj ..< 



Th. rv,. 

Tbey ; That. 



Exclusive of the horizontal characters^ 
there are, in the Short-hand alphabet, sixteen 
characters, which are either perpendicular, or 
written from left to right; and only seven 
which slope downwards from right to left as 
in common writing. On this account, I ap- 
prehend, the second of these marks is in ge- 
neral preferable to the first j and, for the same 
reason, the \ / is, perhaps, an easier mark 
to write, than the / r. 

The letter | / is often used for th, which is 
signified, by making the adjacent consonant, 
either preceding or following, (when it can 
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convcni^ndy be done,) of half its tiSual size j 
as th«-^ ([/, tio^h'h^ 1[^^ 

But in all other cases, a letter of half size 
denotes, that the adjoining one is to be resolv- 
ed into tWb parts or letters; to t;?f^^r ,{/, 
prayer ^/^ When from necessity evidently, 
and not choice, mny of the charaoters in a 
word are made half their usual size, the rest of 
the characters in that word, must notwith- 
standing be made of full length -, as heAiovi* 
our y V i not ^V * It is, in general, better 
to write the letters of full size, as often as cir- 
curtistarices \vill permit, because the characters 
iafe not onljr more easily written, but also 
'tMtt distihct When written ; thus q-^, c^l/fct, 
isljetter, I imagine, on both these accounts, 
than V? . 

To denote two characters, a small stroTce 
is "sometimes drawn through a single conso- 
nant; as mil/jr /V^, 



EXAMPLES. 



That, •. 
Thy,... 



Mlrtbtfds, .< 
Tkmttical, 
Thy.sr^, . 
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Thunder, 
Thirty, • . 
TVm, - . . 
Auih^, .. 
^athiVn • • 
WjJetlwr,. 



W«th<rr, . 
Thith/r, . 

Thcrn, •. 
ThursdsLj^, 
?\ayer, ^. 



In the following pronouns, the letters tb, 
with which they respectively begin, may be 
omitted; as 



These, 



9^se, 
TJkis, 



These abbreviations, though somewhat ir- 
regular, are extremely convenient. 



Et deter a, Y^ 

This mark, which is not in Mr* Byromfs 
System, is composed of |7 and ~«5, the latter 
being drawn from the /i .place of the former. 
It is therefore a regular and convenient mark 
for a very conunon abbrcviatiofl, viz., Sfr. 
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On the Short-hand Marks for Figures. 

The common method of writing numbers, 
being very compendious, was generally used 
by Mr. Byrom, when numbers occurred. 
The learner, who, for the sake of uniformity 
in the writing, prefers Short-hand marks for 
numbers, instead of figures, may express them 
as follows : 

U 2, 3, 4> 5> 6> 7> 8, 9, o. 

In order to distinguish the figures from li- 
teral characters, when necessary, a small \ / 
may be prefixed, at the bottom of the space 
for numeral figures, and at the top, when they 
are ordinal; as ^"-9 is 155 ^^, 15th. In ge- 
neral, however, the figures in Short-hand, be- 
ing written separately, as in long-hand, will 
sufficiently distinguish them from words or al- 
phabetical letters. 

It may assist the learner to remember the 
above Short-hand marks for figures, to ob- 
serve, that, ^ (n) I, is the consonant in cne; 
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i (t) 2, the first letter of two; / (r) 3, oc- 
curs \n three-, \ (f) 4, is the first letter of 
four; ) 5, is nearly the same as the lower part 
of the figure, which it represents ; — (s) 6, 
begins six; "^ (m) 7, is the reverse of "^ 
(n), which is the last letter of seven ; t 8 is 
the first stroke of the upper part of an 8 ; 
and y 9, is not unlike the descending stroke 
of the i? ; and ^ (ing^) o, is the final syllable 
of the word nothing The several marks for 
the figures, being thus briefly accounted for, 
I shall conclude the present Observations, 
which are either wholly original, or written 
from memory, by adding, that, as Jy an ob- 
lique curve, is the most convenient mark for 
the figure 9, so any of the other oblique 
curves, viz. /", v^, or "N, may occasionally be 
used for the same purpose. This method of 
expressing figures is shorter, except in a very 
few instances, than the common s equally di- 
stinct, because of the figure mark prefixed j 
and more beautiful, because it gives a uniform 
appearance to the whole writing. 
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If th« liearner havq die curiosity, to compare the number 
of strokes and d»ts.in the first specimen of Shoruh^d, 
the Lord's Pnayer^ with those uaed when it. is written in 
long-hand« he will find the former to be only about 150, 
while the latter contains nearly six times that number, 
which shews the great superiority of the Art of Short- 
hasdwriting» iudependaoc of those ^ani;ages which ma^ 
afterwards be derived from the Rules of Abbreviation. 
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M rev is esse lahoro 

HoRACli 



Of Abbreviations. 

An Alphabet, formed upon the most just 
and natural plan^ by which, with the help 
of a few general Rules, all the words of the 
Language, to which it is adapted, may be easi- 
ly, neatly, and speedily written, will not alone 
be sufficient to satisfy the expectations of an in- 
quisitive reader; who must be sensible, that, 
however complete the Alphabet may be, yet 
many compendious applications of it may be 
obtdned by an enquiry into the nature of our 
Language, and the abbreviations, which it ad- 
S 
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mits of. He will not be satisfied with being 
taught only how to express all the letters of a 
word by the shortest and easiest strokes, but 
will also require further instruction, how to 
describe intelligibly words and sentences, by as 
few of those strokes as possible^ To investigate 
from a few things given, many, which are o- 
mitted, will be found no unpleasant exercise 
of the learner's sagacity; and, if the few be 
properly given, the sense of the passage, and 
a due attention to the idiom of our Language, 
will render the discovery of the omissions more 
certain, and alfo less difficult, than the unex- 
perienced would be apt to imagine. Without 
some Rules of abbreviation, one end of Short- 
hand, that of following a speaker, would 
scarcely be attainable. 

Before we proceed further in this art of ab- 
breviation, it may not be amiss to advise the 
learner, not to embarrass himself with this 
Second Part, till, by a competent practice of 
writing according to the . Rules laid down in 
the First Part, he is become so well acquainted 
with the characters, as to be able to write and 
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read them with as much ease, as his own com- 
mon hand. He will then meet with little more 
difficulty in reading words contracted, than he 
formerly did in those written mpre at length, 
provided that the Rules of abbreviation be duly 
attended to. 

The learner has been already taught, how 
to write all the consonants of any word by one 
continued mark, those words only excepted, 
which may be better described by the help of 
detached prepositions or terminations. He 
may now advance a step further, and join to- 
gether such short words, as are either repre- 
sented by the letters of the Short-hand Alpha- 
bet alone, or such as, by their frequent occur- 
rence, are become so familiar, as to be readily 
known, though denoted by their first conso- 
nants only. This will be found a great saving 
of time, and must therefore, when despatch is 
required, be done in all instances, in which 
riiey may be joined neatly, and without ambi- 
guity. 
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RULES OF ABBREVIATION. 

RULE I. 

1 HE auxiliary verbs, will, shall, have, 
had, can, could, may, must, be, &c., being 
signified by their first consonant, may be joined 
to one another ; as, t7 can be^ V will bty 
V hav£ or bas Um^ V to ke, V ought to ht^ 
rj must h4y &c. And when die negative 
particle not intervenes, it may be denoted by 
its first consonant, and be joined with them 5 
as, °^ or ^ (omothiy ^ will not biy ^^ 
huve not hwky H>' uot to k^y &c. The pre- 
ceding pronouns may also be joined to these 
auxiliary verbs; as \-J hi must bt, K^ bo 
cannot be, &c, W and h, which are often dropt 
in common speech and writing, as he'll for he 
will, we've for we have, may, for the sake of 
joimng, be omitted in Short-hand ; us, y for 
be willy J^ ior be Will not biy {\J (or tbij^ 

bave been. 

RULE ir. 

In writing all the consonants, of which any 
word is composed, the beginnings of the 
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marks which follow, arc always joined to the 
ends of those which precede them : When- 
ever, therefore, they are joined in any other 
manner, it is to denote, that each marie signi- 
fies a whole word, and not a single letter 3 as, 
*^ in they H // /j, Ki/^ // is not to bCy 1- 
as it isy -H since it /V, and by dropping w as 
in the preceding rule, f it wasy p-j^ // was 
not to bey }ru it seems to bey Sec. 

RULE III. 

Derivative substantives may be represented 
by placing a point at the end of the words, 
from which they are derived ; as, VH forget, 
\M for get fulness. Derivative adjectives and 
adverbs may be represented also by points, 
distinguishable by their situation, both from 
the substantive and the vowel points 5 which 
may be done by placing them in a line, 
which, if produced, would pass through the 
substantive point, and would also be perpen- 
dicular to the last consonant mark ; one plac- 
ed before the substantive point, signifying the 
adjective, one after it, the adveit) j as, v^ for^ 
getfuly VH forgetfuhessy VM. forgetfully j A^ 
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reasonabky ^-kJ reasonablenessy A^- reasonably ; 
"~\— • sufficient^ ""V- . sufficiency, '"^ suffici- 
ently; .S dutiful, S dutifulness, ^: dutifully. 

A plural substantive may be denoted by 
adding a litde j; as, J triumphant , \ triumph, 
i triumphs, I. triumphantly. No great accuracy 
is necessary with respect to the adjective and 
adverb points, provided they be placed so as 
to be clearly distinguished fron^ the vowel 
and substantive points. 

RULE IV, 

Such words as, by their particular reladon 
to the subject, or frequent occurrence, arc 
easily discoverable, however concisely writ- 
ten, may be denoted by the first letter, if they 
begin with a consonant, if not, by the first 
vowel and consonant, with the adjective, sub- 
stantive, or adverb point annexed; as. Life 
and ^. immortality are brought to light by 
the ^* gospL The / resurrection of the dead 
and a future state of / rewards and .) punish- 
ments are plainly, and positively taught in the 
^ gospel. The adjectives, whieh usually ac- 
company such substantives, may also be de-r 
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noted by their first consonant, joined to the 
substantive ; as, With "L. bumble submission to 
your /* lordship. There are many substan- 
tives, to which some particular adjectives are 
usually joined ; as, \j human nature, y Chris^ 
Han religion, of Critical Revieiv, rV Months 
ly Review, "^^ natural philosophy. 

Most writers of Short-hand accustom them- 
selves to mark such words, as most frequently 
occur in their own particular professions, by 
the initial letters, with the substantive, adjec- 
tive, or adverb points, which, through cus- 
tom, easily suggest those words to them at 
first sight. 

The following words arc some of those, 
which are most commonly expressed by the 
above method. *! happiness, J heaven, / re- 
ligion, subtraction, rA multiplication, C, di^ 

vision, N frequency, ^ accordingly, M. not- 
withstanding, ) particularly, { together, fworld» 



RULE V. 



A dot plased at the point of concurrence 
of two consonant marks, denotes two substan- 
tives, of which those rnarks are the first con- 
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sonants ; and also that the latter is governed 
of, or connected to, the former by some pre- 
position, which is omitted ; as, The V love 
of momy is the root of all evil. Seek ye first 
the *-i/ kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
Gravity is discoverable in all sorts of matter, 
but the *^-^ cause of gra*vUy still remains un- 
discovered. 

The Articles a or they in this, and in many 
of the following ways of abbreviation, may, 
for the sake of joining, be omitted i as. Since 
the ^ light of the gospel has shone upon the 
world, &c. 

And also if an Adjective precedes cither of 
the substantives, they may all three be repre- 
sented by their first consonants joined toge- 
ther, with the dot always placed at the end of 
the first substantive, as. The ^-8^ great good^ 
ness of God is manifest in all his dealings with 
his creatures. His Majesty the M^ King of 
Great Britain. \r" F. R. S. 

This relation of substantives, which is ex- 
pressed in Latin by the genitive case, and 
in English by the preposition of is by far the 
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most common 5 but the Ride 13 more exten- 
sive, and serves to express two suJ)$laQtive$ 
connected by any other preposition, as/(?r, ///, 
with, after, &Co provided that the context, 
or any particular words of the sentence easily 
indicate, not only the two substantives, but 
also the preposition which is omitted; as. 
We must place all our ^-^ confidence in God. 
Our Saviour expressly commands his disci- 
ples to return ^ good for evil. In this pre- 
sent state, all things are mixed^ -3 pleasure 
with fain, ^ good with evil. The /) liberty 
of the press is the grand palladium of British 
freedom. He is now become quite blind, he 
cannot even distinguish ^ light from darkness. 
Having finished the <r7* questions in reduc- 
tion, he is now beginning to learn the < rule 
of three. 

I^ULE VI. 

The substantive point, placed before a sin- 
gle consonant mark, denotes that the sub- 
stantive is to be repeated, with some interve- 
9 
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ning preposition j as, C day after day. From 
j time to time. 

RULE VII. 

The substantive, adjective, or adverb point, 
placed before two or more substantives, ad- 
jectives, or adverbs, denotes two or more sub- 
stantives, adjectives, or adverbs, connected by 
a conjunction ; as. Our blessed /£ Lord and 
Saviour y by his S* death and passionj made a 
sufficient '"1 satisfaction and atonement for xht 
sins of the whole world. The legislative power 
in England is not vested in a single person, for 
•o./- Kingy Lordsy and Commons must join ift 
every Act, before it has the force of a Law. 
The precepts both of V natural and reveal- 
ed religion forbid us to do our neighbours any 
injury. What doth the Lord thy God require 
of thee, but to live .^J*^ soberly y righteousfyy 
and godly in this present world. 

Thus any series of substantives, adjectives, 
or adverbs, may be expressed by their first 
consonants joined together, with the proper 
point prefixed. But this is only to be done 
in such ipstances, wheVe the commonness of 
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the phrase, or the nature of the subject, evi- 
dently points out the words signified by those 
letters. 

RULE VIII. 

Long words, especially those in which the 
marks for the consonants will hot join neatly, 
may be denoted by their first syllable, with as 
many points annexed, as there are syllables 
wanting; as, n^- muUitudcy V- correspond^ 
tnce. And when great despatch is required, 
the points may be omitted, especially if the 
words do not begin with prepositions; as, 

--^ signification^ \ difficulty^ hju* negligence. 

Y^ plenipotentiary^ 

RULE IX. 

Words beginning with prepositions, may be 
expressed by their respective prepositions, to- 
gether with the next consonant and vowel, 
and sometimes with the next consonant only, 
adding, when necessary, the substantive, adjec- 
tive, or adverb point; as. He was not hasty 
in his resolution, but took time to C/ deli^ 
berate about it. 
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Tht vowel majr, in many instincts, be dc- 
ndttd, by beginning the consorrant from that 
point after the preposition, in which the vowel 
should be placed; a«, U transmutation^ A- 
recommend, A^- recommendation, A^' recom^ 
mendatory, /— resignation, /-. resolution, 
^=. consanguinity, ^ convenient, &e, "> su- 
ferjUcial, &c. 

The participles nwy be abbreviated after 
the same manner, by adding, instead of the 
points, the terminations -ing or -ed-, as, ^^ 
considering, "^ considered. 

Words beginning with double, or treble 
prepositions, may be written after the same 
manner, joining the prepositions together ^ 
as, /)— representation, rvO^' misrepresenta^ 
tian, ^3. mMufrehensihiUty^ "^l i^mprebension. 
If two consonams begin the next syllabk, 
the writing of tbem both wiU fcelp to disco- 
ver the r€ma«iderof the word j as„ .^ m^n-* 
derstM^ffgy Q transid^siantiathm. 

HtlLE X. 

Words ending in any of the terminations. 
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which, in the Alphabet, are denoted by con- 
sonant marks, may be expressed by their first 
consonant and vowel, together with the pro- 
per mark of its termination ; as, // arbitr^iryy 
i\ opportMrnty^ y\ app^rtuniiieSj <^l curksiiy, 
^K^ lawfulness. 

But it must be carefully observed, that the 
vowel, whether it precedes or follows the 
consonant, must never be omitted ; other- 
wise riic consonant might be taken for a pre- 
position, and then this Rule woidd irttcrfcre 
with the foregoing. 

RULE XI. 

Such words as are easily discoverable by 
the particular prepositions which they re- 
quire, may be denoted by their first conso- 
nant onlyi as. This J belongs to me. He 
made some good J ohervaiions upon it. I 
want to ( dispose of my house. He e^ agreed 
with me in opinion. There was not the 
least (. difference between us. We must take 
particular care to ^^ guard against such pas- 
sions, as we find ourselves jnost / Uabk to* 
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He ( deliberated long about the choice of a 
patron, but at last resolved to ( dedicate his 
work to> &c» 

As few English words end with the syllabic 

^tOy the preposition to may be joined to the 

preceding word, which is signified by its first 

consonant onlyj as. This -/l belongs to me, 

^\ liable to, "l 4^tis/actpry to, "T. subject to. 

Other prepositions, which are denoted in 
the Alphabet by a single consonant, may, in 
like manner, be joined to the preceding word^ 
as. He made some good J) observations upon 
it* 

RULE XII. 

Prepositions generally require after them 
cither a noun or pronoun. The pronouns be- 
ing few in number, and used as substitutes for 
nouns, must occur very frequently, and by 
that means soon become familiar to the learn- 
er ; pronouns, therefore, may be joined to the 
prepositions? without danger of creating any 
difficulty to the reader; as, He gave it k to 
me, he left it k fo my, L, to us, I. to you, y 
fo our, y toyouf, V for thy, Vi for my^ 
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):^ Upon them. The by tb, or wb may, for the 
sake of joining, be dropped in the pro- 
nouns which begin with those letters; as> 
L_ to bis, L to tbis, V tober or to tbeir, K 
to wbom, U to tbose or to wbosCy <k to 
wbicby ck to eacby it was not ^/^ in my pow- 
er, it was thrown v>^ under my feet, he came 
and dwelt ^^^ amongst usy you may depend 
Vs upon me. 

This Rule is not restrained to those prepo- 
sitions only, which are given in the column of 
words in the Alphabet, but is to be extended 
to others, which must, in that case, be repre- 
sented by their first consonant, and be joined 
to the pronoun ; as. He did it t^. witb my 
consent. He came privately and took it 
away ^ witbout my knowledge. It is A 
beyond my reach. Above may be distinguished 
from beyond by prefixing the initial vowel; 
as. It is ;U above my comprehension. They 
divided it equally A between them. He had 
the impudence to do it A before my face. 
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RULE xiir. 

After the learner has made the last method 
of abbreviation familiar to him, he may com- 
bine it with the foregoing, by joining the pre- 
ceding word, the preposition, and pronoun 
all together i as, y[^ belongs to mcy c/L ex-- 
tends to nsj *^ agreed with me, ^ depend 
upon mey yh^ observations upon this* He 
was a notorious traitor, and caught in actual 
J^^^ rebellion against his Majesty. He was 
an ill-natured man, and always endeavouring 
to sow C-v^ dissentions amongst bis neighbours. 

When a pronoun, or a preposition and pro- 
noun, follow the verb, and are themselves fol- 
lowed by a preposition and pronominal ad- 
jective, they may be all joined together j as, 
I ^"-^ congratulated him upon his, &c. 

The words some, any, none, which, each, 
both, &c., followed by a preposition and pro- 
noun, may be denoted by their first conso- 
nants, and be joined to the preposition and 
pronoun; as, "^v-k some of tbem, v\_^ any of 
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usy J\rs none of them y ^^^ both of them, <^V\ 
which oftbefn, -^^-^ each of them. The first 
dot, in the second and last examples, is insert- 
ed to distinguish the words, which begin with 
the same consonant, from one another. The 
latter dot must never be omitted, as it is the 
appointed way of writing the pronouns, when 
joined to the prepositions. 

RULE XIV* 

The adverbs preceding the verbs, and the 
Substantitres following the pronominal adjec- 
tives, m^y be joined to the verbs and adjec- 
tives respectively, denoting both the adverbs 
and substantives by their first consonants, or 
at most by their first consonants and vowels; 
^s. You may "^ safely depend upon my word. 

RULE XV. 

Many common phrases, formed by a sub- 
stantive preceded by the prepositions with, 
without, in, &c., and followed by to, of. Sec, 
may be very conveniently abbreviated -, as, C4 
with regard, respect, or reference to, v-/]. in re- 

10 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



BYROM»S SHORT.HAND. 

lation tOy v^. in order tOy ^^^-^ in consequence, 
comparison, or consideration of, V^ ly rea- 
son of bis, A-. ly virtue of bis, ^ upcnac^ 
count of, it was not ^^ in tbe power ofmasi to 
save him. 

RULE xvn 

Common adverbial phrases are, in like man- 
ner, often, denoted by their inital consonants 
joined together i as, 'H at tbe same time, \ at 
present, v./-^ in tbis manner, ^^V\ in like man- 
ner, \^sur^ in a great measure, ^.^ in tbe 
same manner, "^^ in tbe mean time, vju in 
general, ^ in particular. 

And when the proportion of equality is ex- 
pressed, with some one word intcnrening, 
they may be all joined together ; as, -^^^^ so 
mucb as, — ^>— as mucb as, -L. as well as, 
— ^ as long as, as-^^r- good or as great as. 

RULE XVII. 

The contractions which may be made, when 
it is, or // was, arc followed by an adjec- 
tive, and to or tbat, are very numerous. The 
following instances are a few of the most usu- 
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al. Kl, if is impossible to, PH- // was un- 
necessary tOy f-^. it is contrary to, h^. // is 
according tOy hv // is evident that, Kt/7 // is 
not to be supposed that. 

The above methods of abbreviation are such 
as are of most common use and practice j and 
though they are not many in number, yet they 
are very extensive in their application; for 
few sentences can occur, in which some or 
other rf them will not find a place. An ac- 
curate and assiduous attention to the nature 
and idiom of ou^Languagp may suggest others, 
as useful and extensive as these. Proper care 
being taken to lay a right foundation, Che le- 
gitimate ways of contracting will increase, in 
proportion to the Writer's want of them. The 
more he writes, the more concisely he may 
venture to write, and yet be able to read his 
contractions with ease. 

In all the various ways of describing words 
by some shorter method, than that of writing 
all the consonants of which they consist, care 
must be taken, when the contraction consists 
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of two or more words joined together, that 
no one word of it be represented by more 
than one character ; and, that the whole mark 
by some means, if possible, be shown to be 
a contraction, either by the insertion of points 
in the middle of the marks, which, when de- 
spatch is required, is seldom practised to de- 
note vowels in the middle of words,--or by 
the unusual ending or joining of the marks. 

These contractions arc not designed to be 
taught, as the common standard method of 
writing Short-hand, upon all occasions.-— 
That mediod which was taught in the first 
part, and which will be as easily read, upon a 
licde practice, as common long-hand, will be 
found sufEcientJy short for all common purpo^ 
ses, and it should therefore be kept to, when 
very great despatch is not required. 

Inventors of Short-hand have generally in- 
troduced into their systems, besides the alpha- 
betical characters, a mukitude of arbitrary 
marks, — one, for instance, now before me, 
has three hundred and thirty of that descrip- 
tion, — to signify particular words and phrases. 
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which are often chosen rather upon account of 
their length than their frequent occurrence. 
The injudicious application of these arbitrary 
marks, is not the only objection against them. 
They are particularly burdensome to the me- 
mory, tedious and difficult to be learned, and 
very soon and readily forgotten. 

But these objections arc not applicable to 
the methods of abbreviation here taught. 
They burden the memory with no new and 
arbitrary marks, and with but few Rules for 
the extension of the powers of the alphabeti- 
cal characters ; and yet those Rules are so ge- 
neral, and may be applied to such a multitude 
of cases perpetually occurring, that they give 
this System the advantage, even in point of 
expedition, over arbitrary marks, and, at the 
same time, leave the writing perfectly legible, 
not only to the Writer himself, but also to 
every fellow-practiser of the same method. 

THE END. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONTENTS OF THB PLATES. 



PLATE I. 
The Lord'i Prayer The Firtt Ptala. Cammm Prayer. 

PLATE n. 
Vtntt derigtMd for a Watdi«^asc. tjyrtm. 

ha ImitaiU> ttf them* sppUed t« Shaft«fcM4. id. 

pXAits in. Ud XV. 

A ParaMe against Pertecution* Dr, frtmkUn. 

Anecdote of CROTIUS. -*>' lirMeK. 

PLATE V. 
Ver»ei en a Withered Leaf. . Rohtrtt's Looker .en- 

PLATES VI., VII. and VHI. 
The LMt Wuraber of the IDLER. Ar- J^kntm* 

PLATES IX. and X. 

r^rt of DR. SHERLOCK'S First Sermon, with 
a few of the nioit common Conttactions. 



The Bear, « FaMe,~in vAich are exempliSed 
all the principal Rulei of Abbreviation. Dodslef' 
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